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Network Scholarship Programs
2011 Doctoral Fellows Program 
FOR PhD STUDY IN THE UNITED STATES & CANADA

Deadline: October 22, 2010
Introduction

Network Scholarship Programs (NSP) of the Open Society Institute (OSI) is pleased to announce the 2011 competition for the Doctoral Fellows Program for Moldova and Tajikistan.  The Program is designed to provide the highest research & teaching qualifications to individuals positioned to become leading scholars in their disciplines. Upon completion of the degree, fellows are expected to return home to continue or begin academic careers, where they will play an active role in the revitalization and reform of scholarship in the social sciences and humanities. 

Up to 12 awards will be offered annually for study in the United States or Canada.  Grantees can receive full support for up to 4 years of full-time study. Fellowships are offered in: political science, international relations, philosophy, sociology, anthropology, economics, history, social work, and public health.  
The Fellowship provides:

· Tuition and university fees for up to 4 years (pending host cost-share), requiring full-    time enrollment;
· Monthly stipend for room, board, and living expenses for a single person only;
· Air travel to and from host universities at the start and conclusion of Program;
· One trip home during Program, preferably for research purposes;
· Accident and sickness insurance during Program;
· Annual allowances for academic materials & professional development;
· Facilitation of all visa and travel arrangements;

· Pre-academic training in academic writing & research methods;
· Participation in annual fellows’ conference.
The Fellowship does NOT provide:

· Funding or support for dependent family members;
· Funding for non-fellowship travel expenses; 

· Summer stipends for activities unrelated to doctoral completion;
· Guaranteed placement at finalist’s preferred department.

Eligibility
The Program does not discriminate on the basis of age, race, color, sex, religion, sexual orientation, or disability.  The competition is merit-based and open to those meeting the following criteria:
· Resident of Moldova or Tajikistan;

· Excellent academic record and an advanced degree (minimum: BA) at time of application deadline, those with local post-graduate degrees are encouraged to apply;
· Proficiency in spoken and written English (or French, for placement at Canadian francophone universities) at the time of application;
· Professional scholarly aptitude and leadership potential in academia;

· Ability to receive and maintain the appropriate study permit and/or visa for the host country;
· Ability to attend the Program’s pre-academic summer school beginning in July; 

· Commitment to return to home country immediately after Program to pursue or continue a career in academia;
· Sincere motivation to aid ongoing reform processes in higher education at home.
Selection & University Placement
Competition for the NSP Doctoral Program is open, merit-based, and relies heavily on host university admissions criteria.  Selection is made on the basis of academic excellence, professional aptitude, scholarly potential in the field of specialization, commitment to improving teaching and research at the home institution, long-term commitment to a career in higher education, and strong English (or French) language ability.  Final placement in a US or Canadian doctoral program is not guaranteed, and depends on matching finalists to appropriate departments and universities that will accept their credentials for admission.
All initial selection is performed at OSI –New York by selection committee, who assess the suitability of the candidate to the aims and eligibility criteria of the program.

Thereafter, selection is performed as follows:
· Semi-Finalist Selection: A committee comprised of host university faculty and admissions officials reviews eligible applications and recommends which applicants to either reject or to move to the next stage of review (semi-finalist). Semi-finalists are required to take the official TOEFL and GRE.
· Interviews & Finalist Selection: Semi-finalists are interviewed in their home countries by a committee with qualifications as described above.  This committee chooses finalists based on previous assessments of the written application, the candidates’ performance during the interview, and standardized test results.  Finalists continue on to the departmental placement stage. 
· Finalist Placement:  Finalist placement is a collaborative process involving NSP and host university faculty and staff.  Finalists are normally not permitted to select their own placements. OSI formally notifies finalists of awards only after placements have been secured. 
Expectations of PhD Fellows

· Fellows must uphold the academic standards of their host institution and undertake full-time study for the duration of the Program.  Failure to do so will result in dismissal.
· All fellows are expected to earn a PhD within the standard time for the field of study.
· Fellows must comply with the visa regulations of the host country and may be subject by the terms of the visa to a home residency requirement upon completion of the Program.  Requests for visa renewals or extensions will not be considered. 
· OSI expects that Fellows will return to their home countries after completing the degree and take up meaningful posts in academia.
· Fellows are given the Program’s “Terms and Conditions” with detailed information on the rules & policies that must be followed during the Program.  These requirements will be reviewed in detail with all grantees prior to the beginning of the fellowship.
For more information and application instructions please consult the website or local program contacts: http://www.soros.org/initiatives/scholarship/focus_areas/doctoral
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